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Free Website Checklist for Beginners (2025)
A simple, clean, beginner friendly checklist that guides you through planning, building, launching, and
improving your first website.

1. Foundation and Strategy
Before design or tools, define the direction of your website.

What problem do you solve?
Who exactly is the site for?
What is the main action you want people to take? (contact, call, buy, sign up)
Choose your brand tone: friendly, professional, fun, minimal.
Prepare a folder: logo, colors, fonts, 5 to 10 images you like.

2. Pages You Must Have
Your first website does not need to be big. It needs to be clear.

Homepage
About or Story page
Services or Products page
Contact page with a real call to action
Optional: FAQ, Reviews, Portfolio

Keep it simple. Clean beats complicated.

3. Choosing the Right Platform
Select a builder you can manage on your own.

Easiest for beginners: Wix
Most flexible long term: WordPress
Best for simple stores: Shopify
Best for visual brands: Squarespace

What to look for:

A clean template
Mobile friendly layout
Big, readable text
Good spacing and minimal clutter

4. Homepage Checklist
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Your homepage decides if visitors stay or leave within 3 seconds.

Clear headline that tells what you do
Short 1 to 2 line supporting text
A single main call to action button
One hero image or illustration that strengthens the message
A short list of benefits (not features)
Social proof: reviews, testimonials, logos
Simple navigation with no more than 5 items

5. Content Essentials
Good content feels human and clear. Not robotic.

Every page starts with an H1 title
Break long text into short paragraphs
Add at least one relevant image with alt text
Avoid jargon and technical language
Add your voice and personality to the copy
Every page ends with a call to action

6. Basic SEO Setup
This part is simple. Do not overthink it.

Unique page title (50 to 60 characters)
Unique meta description (120 to 155 characters)
Use keywords naturally in titles and section headers
Simple URLs: /contact, /about, /services
Compress images for fast loading
Add internal links between pages

7. Trust and Professionalism
Small things that make your site look real and reliable.

High quality logo (even simple text is OK)
Favicon set and working
Clear contact details (email or form)
Privacy Policy page
Terms page
Social icons that actually link somewhere
SSL secure lock (https)

8. Mobile and Speed Check
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Most beginners skip this step. It is one of the most important.

Test every page on your phone
Check buttons: big enough, easy to tap
Check spacing: nothing crowded
Remove anything heavy you do not need
Test speed with PageSpeed Insights

9. Pre Launch Review
Do this once before you publish.

All links tested and working
No placeholder text (lorem ipsum)
Navigation clear and simple
Contact form working
Images load correctly
Spelling and grammar checked
Call to action is visible on every page

10. After Launch
This part helps Google actually discover you.

Add your site to Google Search Console
Submit your sitemap
Check index coverage after a few days
Add Google Analytics
Share your site with friends or groups
Publish at least one new piece of content within 30 days

11. Quick Wins for Beginners
These are the fastest improvements you can make.

Replace long text with short, strong sentences
Use consistent colors and font sizes
Add one simple testimonial
Add your real photo or team photo
Add a button above the fold
Remove anything distracting

12. Optional: Mini Brand Guide
If you want a premium look, define these three:
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Primary color
Secondary color
One simple font for titles and one for paragraphs

Keep it minimal like Apple. White space is your friend.

13. Final Notes
You do not need to build a perfect website.
You need a clear one.
Follow this checklist step by step and you will have a clean, professional site faster than you think.


